Unity Lodge #58, A.F. & A.M.
Thorndike, Maine

<<First Name>> <<Last Name>>
<<Address 1>>

<<Address 2>>

<<Town>> <<State>> <<Zip>>

September 2, 2018
Greetings Brother:

<<Raised this month wording>>

Fall and the return of Lodge meetings is approaching.
The rifle raffle drawing will be after the BBQ on Sept 8. Anyone who would has tickets/stubs and money please
be sure thay are returned before the drawing.

Coming events:
September 8, BBQ and Yard Sale 11:30 followed by raftle drawing.

September 14, Annual 12th District Meeting with the Grand Master, at Siloam Lodge. Fairfield.
This is a tiled meeting, 6PM Dinner, 7PM Meeting

September 16, Memorial Service for Wor. Bro. Paul Connelly,

It will be after the OES service tentatively about 5:30 Sunday, Sept. 16, at Brown Funeral Home, 34 High Street, Newport.
Visiting hours are 4-6. Funeral 2 PM Monday, Congregational Church, 24 High St, Newport, ME

The Master, Chaplain, and Secretary have speaking parts in the memorial service and as Bro. Connelly was Chaplain
someone will have to fill at least that position.

September 19, Stated Communication, Thorndike. 6:30 supper, 7:30 meeting. Bro. Wm. Schoolcraft Plans to at-
tend to receive his 50 uear medaland relate some of the events in his life since joining.

September 22 2018, 12:00pm - 3:00pm, Widows Event With Elvis
Location Waterville Lodge County Road WTVL ME, Contact: theterrificl2th@gmail.com

Sept. 26, Masters and Wardens Association, 6:30 pm. Location TBD.

Oct. 6. MMC Class: Myth & Freemasonry with: MW Mark Rustin, Location: Tranquil Lodge - Auburn Maine
The purpose of this class is to express the basic and central nature of the spiritual life of the local Lodges as the foundation
upon which Freemasonry is properly built. It will present information to the attendees, provide the opportunity for discus-
sion and explanation, and utilize the true nature of the fraternity as an on-going resource for continued education and goal
realization.

Stated meeting are on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 with a 6:30 supper
Bruce Hutchins, Secretary, 1053 Halldale Rd, Montville ME 04941. tel/fax 382-6226, email bruce@hutchinsbrothers.com

District Calendar http://east.our.calendars.net/glme/glmedist12
http://unitylodge.hutchinsbrothers.com/



Please notify the secretary if your address changes.
Thank you to those who have paid their dues.

Removing the Hoodwink of the Self
General Education
BY: WOR. JASON E. MARSHALL
http://www.thelaudablepursuit.com/articles/2015/12/14/removing-the-hoodwink-of-the-self

One of the major themes in my spiritual path, and my life in general, has been the search for the real “me”. While
this may seem like a simple task, it actually takes a great deal of work and courage to undertake, because what
lies beneath our polished exterior can actually be a jumbled mess of insecurities, repressed thoughts and memo-
ries, and unsavory thoughts and tendencies.

When most people ask themselves the question of, “who am I?”, usually they will describe various attributes for
themselves. For example, I could answer: I am a lawyer, I am married, I am a father, I am a Freemason, I am from
a small town in Oklahoma, Ilike I dislike , etc. but is that really who “I” am? Am I simply an amal-
gam of my career, family life, likes & dislikes, and life experiences? Well... the answer that I have discovered is
“Yes and No”. While I am a product of these various attributes, they are not the true me, rather they make up the
outer-shell of my true-self in the form of my personality, and the various masks that I use in order to fit in with
my roles and with society in general. In order to find the true “me”, I must dig deeper...

In order to discover who “you” truly are, you must be willing to strip away the hoodwink of the ego that keeps
you in the perpetual darkness of fear and uncertainty. You must also be willing to really examine the various
layers and masks (your various personas) that you have built up around your true-self. This can be a long task,
because many of our layers and masks begin to develop in early childhood, and continue to be layered upon and
modified as we grow older. Perhaps we defined our niche as the popular kid in school, the smart kid, the athlete,
the class clown, the dramatic kid, the loner, etc. These masks helped us to fit in, or protected us in various ways.
For example, as an identical twin I constantly tried to define myself as unique and different from my brother,
sometimes to the point of causing conflict and strife just to prove that I was different and unique. I am told that
this phenomena is extremely common with twins, and by understanding that and embracing it, I have gained an
important piece to the puzzle of “me”.

Our various personas are not necessarily a bad thing, and in fact sometimes they are helpful; however, the key is
to actually examine these various layers and masks, and discard the ones that are stifling us from achieving our
maximum potential in both the physical and spiritual realms. This can be done by simply observing our actions,
attitudes, and thoughts in various situations. Do we act one way at work, and another way with friends, family,

at Lodge, or at church? Why do we feel the need to put on these different masks? Are we being inauthentic by
putting these masks on? Is there a time when we can truly be released from our self created hoodwinks and cable
tows? By examining and stripping away the negative or repressive layers and masks, we can begin to discover and
understand our true-self, our true essence, which is the divine spark from God, our soul. In Freemasonry this
honing of the self is allegorically represented by the continual shaping of the ashlar, from the rough ashlar of the
Entered Apprentice, to the perfected lapis of the Master Mason.

For now I will keep working at removing my own psychological and spiritual hoodwinks, and while I'm sure that
I still have a long road to travel, I'm blessed to have brothers in our fraternity that will be my companions and
psychopomps in the journey. Light added to Light.

PRACTICAL TIP: When you are in a situation and you feel that you are having to “act” in some way, examine
why you feel the need to act in a certain way. Why are you having to adopt a certain persona? Examine what the
cause is for that mask, and try and discard the mask in order to be genuine. Also, when you have certain precon-
ceptions or stereotypes, examine the root cause of those thoughts and feelings.



