Unity Lodge #58, A.F. & A.M.
Thorndike, Maine

<<First Name>> <<Last Name>>
<<Address 1>>

<<Address 2>>

<<Town>> <<State>> <<Zip>>

December 14, 2019
Greetings Brother:

<<Raised this month wording>>

December 18,2019, Our stated communication and election of officers for next year. 6:30 Potluck Supper, 7:30
Meeting It would be great to get some different members in office.
We have an application for affiliation to ballot on if we can get the required 7 members there.

5 members are so far behind in dues that they will have to be suspended at the end of the month if they do not
pay at least some of what they owe or come to the meeting and explain why they have not paid. The Lodge may
be able to waive dues in cases of hardship. We certainly do not want to lose members.

Coming events:
Most lodges are having annual meetings and Installation of Officers in Dec. and Jan.

Jan, 10, MM degree at Siloam Lodge in Fairfield. Supper 6:30 , Degree 7:30

Thank you to those who have paid their dues.

Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1998256393798057/
Grand Lodge has started “Our Lodge Page ™”: https://58-me.ourlodgepage.com/
Please notify the secretary if your address changes.

Stated meeting are on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 with a 6:30 supper
Bruce Hutchins, Secretary, 1053 Halldale Rd, Montville ME 04941. tel/fax 382-6226, email bruce@hutchinsbrothers.com

District Calendar http://east.our.calendars.net/glme/glmedist12
http://unitylodge.hutchinsbrothers.com/



Old Tiler Talks

by Carl H. Claudy, PGM, District of Columbia
Mostly written in the 1920s

Geometric Bull

“There are a lot of things in Masonry; began the New
Brother to the Old Tiler.

“Bravo!” cried the Old Tiler, sarcastically. “Who told you all
that?”

“And some of them,” continued the New Brother, “are more
or less bull. I yield to no one in my love for the order, but I
see its faults. And when I am expected to learn the science
of geometry as a part of Masonry I know I am being bulled.
Again to see if anyone reads these the secretary offers one
dollar to any member who brings his copy to the December
meeting. There is no more sense to including geometry in
the second degree than there would be including paleontol-
ogy or...

“I love to hear a man say he can see the faults of Masonry;’
interrupted the Old Tiler, “because then I am in the pres-
ence of a master mind. Generations of philosophers have
made Masonry what it is. When a new brother can plainly
see its faults he is greater than all of these”

“Of course I did not mean it that way. I just meant that I, er,
you know..”

“Do I? Well, then I suppose I'd better not mince words
about it. To say there is no sense to geometry in the second
degree is to advertise the fact that you know nothing and
care less for the symbolism of the order. Take from Masonry
its symbolism and all you have left is a central thought with
no means of expression. Imagine a great musician, deaf,
blind, and paralyzed, his heart ringing with wonderful melo-
dies and harmonies, yet unable to give them expression, and
you have a mental picture of Masonry without symbolism.
Symbolism is Masonry’s means of expressing thought, and
geometry, in the second degree, is not an arithmetical study,
but a symbol.

“Geometry was an outgrowth of the first science. The first
glimpse brute man had there was aught in nature but hap-
hazard chance or the capricious doing of a superior overlord
was when he learned the stupendous fact that two and two
always make four.

“From that humble beginning and recognition of the master
law of the universe-which is, that law is universal, unchang-
ing, and invariable-grew the study of things; their surfaces,
their areas, their angles, their motions, their positions. Mod-
ern methods have gone farther than Euclid, but his work
was perfectly done and Euclid’s geometry stands today as a
perfect thing, as far as he took it.

Geometry is the science of order. Reaching back to the first
recognition that there was order in the world, it may stand

for anyone who has eyes to see, as it does stand in Ma-
sonry, for man’s recognition of God in the universe. It is a
symbol of universality. By geometry we know that natural
law on earth is nature’s law for the stars. There have been
few atheists in the world, but I venture to say that none
of them have been geometricians or astronomers. They
know too much to deny the existence of the Great Geom-
eter when seeing His work.

“Geometry is everywhere. It is in the snowflake’s mea-
sured lines of crystallization. There is geometry of the
honeycomb and a geometry of the cone of a fir tree.
Mountains stand or fall as they obey or disobey the laws
of geometry and the spider in her web and the planets in
their orbits alike work according to the universal laws of
geometry.

“I think God’s thoughts after Him, said the great astron-
omer Kepler, looking through his telescope and thinking
of the geometry of the skies.

“If we know two angles and one dimension, we can find
the other dimension. Man has angles and dimensions;
and if we know enough of them we can find the rest. One
of a man’s angles is his love of Masonry. Given a real love
of Masonry as one angle, a willingness to live her precepts
as the other and we can tell what sort of a man he is now,
used to be, and will be in the future.

“It is a real geometry the second degree commends to
you, my brother, because it is a symbol of law and order,
of Deity, of universality. But it is spiritual geometry which
you should study rather than the propositions of Euclid,
bearing in mind that they are symbols of that which
Masonry most venerates, most wisely teaches, and most
greatly loves.

“Our ancient brother Pythagoras discovered the won-
derful demonstration of the Great Architect which is the
forty-seventh problem of Euclid. And so when I hear a
young squirt of a Mason, with his eyes barely opened to
the long path which is Masonry winding through the
stars to God, say that the geometry in the second degree
is bull, I wish I were young enough to take him out in the
back lot and treat him as I would a small boy who found
humor in church and fun in sacred things, and..”

“Oh, stop!” cried the New Brother. “I was wrong. I didn’t
understand. Say, where can I get a geometry book? I want
to know more about that forty-seventh problem.”

“In the reading room,” growled the Old tiler. “And, say,
son, when you get it in your head, come back here and
explain it all over again to me, will you?”



