Unity Lodge #58, A.F. & A.M.
Thorndike, Maine

<<First Name>> <<Last Name>>
<<Address 1>>

<<Address 2>>

<<Town>> <<State>> <<Zip>>

December 14, 2018
Greetings Brother:

<<Raised this month wording>>

December 19,2018, Our stated communication and election of officers for next year. 6:30 Potluck Supper, 7:30
Meeting

It would be great to get some different members in office. Those who do not attend may find themselves elected
to office. 3).

Only 3 members showed up for the November so there are no minutes. Unity Lodge still has the 12th district
traveling gavel so we may have visitors this month.

Dues notices are enclosed. Our By-Laws: “Section 2. Every member of Unity Lodge, unless exempt, shall at or
before each annual meeting in December pay to the Secretary Forty Dollars as dues plus any assessments that may
have been approved for the ensuing year” Curently the assessment to cover most of Grand Lodge per capita tax is
$15 so most members owe $55 per year.

3 members are so far behind in dues that they will have to be suspended at the end of the month if they do not
pay at leasat some of what they owe.

Coming events:

Most lodges are having annual meetings and Installation of Officers in Dec. and Jan.

We have some new ways to keep in touch now: Bro. Craig Jones has started a Facebook group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1998256393798057/

Grand Lodge has started “Our Lodge Page ™”: https://58-me.ourlodgepage.com/

Please notify the secretary if your address changes.

Stated meeting APARIKHHO thi1 AR VRS Bee RAAANEH. sH6h a 6:30 supper

Bruce Hutchins, Secretary, 1053 Halldale Rd, Montville ME 04941. tel/fax 382-6226, email bruce@hutchinsbrothers.com
District Calendar http://east.our.calendars.net/glme/glmedist12
http://unitylodge.hutchinsbrothers.com/



CRAFT IN SPIRIT
PILGRIMAGE: A JOURNEY TOWARDS LIGHT
by W. Bro. Julian Rees

“We may accidentally stumble across the actual content of Freemasonry and discover truths in it of such poignant
beauty and wonder, that we start to ask ourselves why we never realised it before.”

After the prayer in the first degree, the aspirant is led round the temple by the Deacon in a clockwise manner, past the Mas-
ter in the east, and halting at the Junior Warden and Senior Warden for an examination.

In times gone by, in all pursuits of self-discovery and self-improvement, as well as spiritual quests, a pilgrimage was neces-
sary. In the ancient world, the deities who controlled certain areas of life were unable to operate outside those areas. Their
power to favour or to destroy only operated within their own area. So a man from the mountains who found himself in

the plain and was in need of divine help, had to make a pilgrimage back to his place of origin in order once again to be one
with the deity controlling the mountainous regions. Pilgrimages therefore are journeys with a sacred or spiritual intent, and
since the whole of Freemasonry is a journey, we have here a little pilgrimage, a part of that total journey.

This pilgrimage however is unique. It is that journey which, once the aspirant has moved away from the door of the Tem-
ple, leads him away from worldly pursuits towards the abandonment of selfish goals, in order to draw nearer to his Self. It
may also be regarded as a journey away from darkness towards light. It is a journey which he might undertake with appre-
hension, with a feeling that something unexpected might suddenly overtake him or confront him.

It is also a journey that he undertakes in personal darkness, since he is blindfolded. This blindfold is an allegory of two
things: that his attention might be focussed inwards rather than outwards, and also to underline his spiritual poverty. He
has come here, he assures the Master, to seek improvement, ‘soliciting to be admitted to the mysteries and privileges of
Freemasonry’

In ancient times of course a physical pilgrimage might have lasted many years and might have been accompanied by many
dangers and difficulties, even life-threatening ones. The ritual of Freemasonry endeavours to represent this in an allegorical
way.

In the eighteenth century in England, and even today in many masonic jurisdictions, the Junior and Senior Wardens were
placed, not as they are today in the south and the west respectively, but both of them in the west, either side of the entrance
to the temple. In this situation, they acted as gate-keepers, guarding the entrance to the temple against unwanted intruders.
They represented the Roman god Janus, the keeper of gates and doors, and hence representing also beginnings and end-
ings, depicted by a double-faced head, one face looking out, the other face looking in. Janus was worshipped at the begin-
ning of the harvest time, planting, marriage, birth, and other types of beginnings, especially the beginnings of important
events in a persons life. Janus also represents the transition between primitive life and civilization, and the growing to
maturity of a young person.

We could try to imagine how these gate-keepers in an earlier century might have responded to an aspirant being brought

to him by the Deacon. The question ‘Whom have you there?” might have been delivered in a stern and forbidding tone, as if
to say ‘What do you want here? Why should I let you pass? Convince me that you are a worthy man, worthy enough to be
admitted to our secrets and mysteries’

Consider the Deacon’s answer on behalf of the aspirant. ‘Mr Smith, a poor aspirant in a state of darkness, who has been well
and worthily recommended, regularly proposed and approved in open lodge, and now comes of his own free will and ac-
cord, properly prepared, humbly soliciting to be admitted to the mysteries and privileges of Freemasonry. To condense this
a little, what the Warden wants to hear is that the aspirant is well recommended, is approved of by all the members, comes
of his own free will, that he is prepared not only outwardly but also inwardly and that he comes in humility. Humility is of
course important, and is allied to the lack of rashness mentioned elsewhere in the ceremony.

But the gatekeeper’s task is not yet done. By what means does this aspirant expect to gain such precious advancement?

Or in the words of the ritual ‘How does he hope to obtain those privileges?’ The answer contains two essential features of
admission to Freemasonry, namely that he seeks the help of God in his endeavour, and that he is free. Without these, initia-
tion cannot proceed.



