Unity Lodge #58, A.F. & A.M.
Thorndike, Maine

<<First Name>> <<Last Name>>
<<Address 1>>
<<Address 2>>

<<Town>> <<State>> <<Zip>>

Greetings Brother:

Coming events:
December 15, 2016, Entered Apprentice Degree at Sebasticook Lodge in Clinton. 6:30 Supper, 7:30 Meeting
Dec. 17, 2916: Fellowcraft Degree at Unity Lodge. Rehearsal at 10AM, light refreshments at 12:00, and the degree
at 1:00. This will be our annual Inspection.
Dec. 21, 2016: Our stated communication and election of officers for next year. 6:30 Supper, 7:30 Meeting
It would be great to get some different members in office. You might attend and “campaign” for office - or per-
haps try to avoid getting an office:).
Dec. 28, Masters and Wardens Association Meeting, 730 pm, Location: Waterville in Waterville.
Dec. 28, Special Communication of the Grand Lodge at Piscataquis Lodge, Milo. 7:30 pm. Consolidation of
Composite Lodge with Piscataquis Lodge

Maine Masonic College programs
January 14, 2017. on ‘“Tenets and Cardinal Virtues, Freemasonry is ...as are all great human endeavors, a search
after what is truly significant. Instructor Reginald Wing will lead us in such a search for the interrelated signifi-
cance of the Cardinal Virtues and the Tenets of our profession not only as Freemasons but as human beings.
Brother Wing course is intended for participation and is supported by excellent hand-out material. You will leave
with a new understanding of the importance of our tenets and cardinal virtues.
Instructor: RW Reggie Wing Location: Tyrian Lodge, Mechanic Falls 9AM-12PM Meal to follow

January 21, 2017 - Polishing the Stone. In every Masonic Lodge Room one enters one will find two stones promi-
nently displayed — one rough cut the other smooth. These two stones — The Ashlars - bear special symbolic
insight and significance to every man who has ever been or is now a Mason. They portray a man from the be-
ginning to the end of his Masonic life and set before him a goal. This course is a study of these symbols and the
meaning inherent within. Instructor: RW Mark Rustin

Location: Alna Anchor Lodge, Damariscotta 9AM-12PM Meal to follow

<<Raised this month wording>>

Please notify the secretary if your address changes. With our 48 current members I have been getting at least 1
address change per month.

Stated meeting are on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 with a 6:30 supper
Bruce Hutchins, Secretary, 1053 Halldale Rd, Montville ME 04941. tel/fax 382-6226, email bruce@hutchinsbrothers.com

District Calendar http://east.our.calendars.net/glme/glmedist12
http://unitylodge.hutchinsbrothers.com/



At this time 1 member has not paid his 2015 or 2016 dues and will be suspended at the end of this year if pay-
ment is not made by then. Thank you to those who have remitted payment.

Masters & Past Masters: The Real Role of These Worshipful Men
http://www.thelaudablepursuit.com/articles/2015/12/10/masters-past-masters-the-real-role-of-these-worshipful-men

BY: ROBERT G. DAVIS, 33*, GRAND CROSS

We often encounter problems when words describing ancient concepts are translated by language of today. The
choice and definition of words which were popular a few centuries ago in interpreting ideas or rendering mean-
ing to everyday subjects often seem archaic and/or misleading when used in a contemporary sense. A typical
example of this problem in the language of Freemasonry applies to the titles of our principal lodge officers.

For instance, a Master Mason is a brother who has been regularly initiated, passed and raised in a legally con-
stituted lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. But, in the 15th century, a Master Mason was a workman who was
qualified by training and experience to teach his trade to a younger, inexperienced worker. He was a man of ap-
proved learning; a scholar of authority.

The title of Worshipful Master is the term given today to mean the presiding officer of a Masonic lodge. But in
the 1500’s such a title meant honorable and reputable; applying to a person who was distinguished in regard to
character or rank; entitled to honor and respect. By the 17007, to call a man worshipful was an honorific and
often temporary designation; applying to persons or bodies of distinguished rank or importance. When the title
worshipful became attached to the word master, the two together denoted a man of great honor, integrity and
learning who also had control or authority over something or someone. Justices of the peace, aldermen and may-
ors, governors and rulers; all carried the title of his worship, or worshipful master.

A Passed (or Past) Master is a Master Mason who is no longer the installed Master of a lodge of Freemasons. He
has “passed the chair” as the presiding officer of his lodge. But in the 16th century, a Passed Master was one who
had been examined and passed as a Master; and was thereafter considered a highly qualified or accomplished
Master of a trade, guild, society or corporation.

Today, the Past Masters, Worshipful Masters and Wardens (the traditional gatekeepers or sentinels of the realm,
and later the regents who ruled in the King’s absence—now vice presidents of the lodge), in addition to their
hierarchical status within the structure of a lodge, also make up the body of the Grand Lodge, or state assembly
of Masons, and are given the authority, on behalf of all members of their lodge, to collectively adopt the rules and
regulations which govern all lodges in the state. These titled men represent the voice of the Grand Lodge when
the Grand Lodge is not in session. This is the reason lodges can operate independently from Grand Lodges. Each
lodge is a microcosm of the whole.

This is the hierarchical nature of the fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons, and its authority in regard to the
function and leadership of each lodge.

However, titles alone do not address the more important function of these offices in regard to the fraternity’s cer-
emonies of initiation, passing, and raising. There must also be a transmission of knowledge, wisdom and insight
in order for the new Mason to be transformed by his experience. The officers of the lodge are the metaphysical



agents for this transmission. Thus, the meanings of the ancient titles are carried forth by the honored men who
presently carry these titles to those who are undertaking the process of becoming Masons.

The Entered Apprentice (Initiate) must be bathed in the pure and moral motive of the light; the Fellow of the
Craft must be passed into an intellectual understanding of light; and the Master Mason must be raised by that
light to an insight of truth which transcends rational intellectualism. This spiritual transmission can only occur
through an agent who is capable of knowing and honoring the spiritual sanction and sacred lineage of his office.

Herein is a serious caveat of which we, as Masons, must be always vigilant.

The man who ascends to the East in his lodge, professing to know Masonry; yet knowing only the words of the
ritual without any understanding of his role as the Initiator for the lodge, is not capable of transmitting the eso-
teric and metaphysical attributes of the inner work to the psyche of the Initiate. He has neither qualified himself
as a Master, a man of scholarly authority in the mysteries; nor as worshipful, a man distinguished by the singular-
ity of his spiritual understanding.

Having offered the above as only a caution, in the traditional sense, I believe the titles of Worshipful Master and
Past Master carry much weight when properly understood. They are, and remain, honorable and not temporal in
that those who have the titles are styled “Worshipful;” and are therefore invested with the responsibility of being
the teachers of Masonry, and carrying the spiritual lineage of the lodge with them for all time.

Therefore, I think these titles were never intended to be given frivolously, but should be earned by work, study,
contemplation, and lasting commitment to the ideal of awakening the consciousness of humankind; the unveil-
ing of the mysteries. This is the reason that only the most qualified and capable of the Master Masons should ever
hold these offices.

Likewise, only those who are “duly and truly prepared” should strive to become a part of the elect group. To be
initiated, passed and raised, one must first be receptive to receive the transmission offered by a Master or Past
Master.

For, without transmitting and receiving this sacred gift of spiritual light; nothing much changes for any of us.

A Candidate for initiation was to be picked up and
driven to the Lodge, but before this could happen the
car broke down. The Candidate said as no great dis-
tance was involved he would go on his bicycle. Just
when he reached the top of the hill his chain broke. As
the Lodge was at the bottom of the other side and all he
needed was a backpedal brake, so he repaired the chain
with a cord he had in his pocket and free-wheeled
downbhill to the Lodge. Later that evening in reply to a
toast in his honour, he said how proud he was to be a
Freemason but could not understand, as he had told no
one, how the WM knew that he had come on his own
free wheel and a cord.

“I ask of each Mason, of each member, of each
brother, that he shall remember ever that there
is upon him a peculiar obligation to show him-
self in every respect a good citizen; for after all,
the way he can best do his duty by the ancient
order to which he belongs is by reflecting credit
upon that order by way in which he performs
his duty as a citizen of the United States.”
-Theodore Rosevelt






